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students S5 per book, up to a total of $25, for reading
selected books and completing a book report on each.

At Columbia Park Elementary, 82 students had signed up for the program as of June 17, the last day of
school for students, said Principal Michelle Tler-Skinner.

"Learning takes place every day, even during the summertime," Tyler-Stanner sasd. *We're encouragng
students to read 20 to 30 mimites a day."

The program, which kicked off June 15, will accept the first 500 students who send in a book report.
Students can find the rules of entry as well s selected books online at hukefoundation.org.

Age-appropriate book selections have been chosen for the fourth-, ifth- and sixth-graders inchuding
‘popular picks like Jack London's "The Call of the Wild" and Lois Lowry's "The Giver." The follow-up ook
report is meant to aid student's reading comprehension and writing skill, and asks studens to identify things
such as their favorite character and what they learned from the book.

Charles G. Davis, president of the Bowie-based Luke Foundation, the program's sponsor, said the age
range was selected to help students buid core skills as they transition from elementary to middle school
Davis, a father of six, came up with the idea for the program after starting a similar game with a co-worker's
child, who he noticed was often bored in the summer.

i *So I thought let's see i this concept works on a larger scale,” said Davis, who leads the organization that
ighly queliieg,  foeuses on ensaeing wnder-served south
very local
Condddles Davis said he hopes to expand the program to seven schoolsin the fall and nine by next spring, creating a
atoneofthe | partnership with a local bank in which students can depost their money.
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anywherel Tayo Fawibe, 10, a rising sixth-grader at Columbia Park who had enrolled in the program, said she will be
visiing her school on Wednesdays to check out books from the school library, write book reports and ask
staff for help.

Tayo's mother, Abisibola Fawibe of Cheverly, said she is happy the school system is providing incentives to keep students active
over the summer.

"I s realy going to help improve her reading, and I am going to help her in reading the books and defining words," she said

The program s the first of s kind in the county, and if successful will be used as a model for future summer programs, said school
spokesman Darrell Pressley.

The partcipating schools, all of which are Title I, meaning 40 percent or more of the school's popuation fals below the poverty
level, were chosen by the school system based on academic need and poverty levels, Pressley said.

Also, cach of the schools has a summer school program, making the school brary and staff accessible to students throughout the
summer.

"Research shows the lower-income students are more susceptible to losing reading skills," said Brenda McL aughlin, vice president
of Baltimore-based Community Activites for the National Summer Learning Association. "During the school year, lower-income
students make similar gains in reading as their middle-class peers, but during the summer the middle-class students are contiming to
progress, but lower-income students fall behind "

The lack of progression in low-income students s fied to less access to reading materials, cultural experiences and summer
vacations, she said

E-mail Megan McKeever at mmckeever@gazette.net
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